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THE 
WASHBURN PIANO 


Made by Lyon & Healy 


ON EXHIBITION AND SALE IN THE 
WAREROOMS OF OVER 500 LEADING 
DEALERS IN THE UNITED STATES 


Factories: Fullerton Avenue, 
Chicago 
(Healy Station) 


LYON G HEALY 
Wabash Avenue at Jackson ‘Boulevard 
CHICAGO 


The. Lyon & IC : if 
Factories 


LYON & HEALY FACTORIES 


From a Photograph 
The Lyon & Healy and Washburn Pianos and Player-Pianos are made here 
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A FEw Facts 
concerning the New, Modern, Daylight 


LYON & HEALY 
FACTORY 


THE building site is within a stone’s throw of 
Healy Station, Chicago, and covers a six-acre 
tract, bounded.on one side by the main line of 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. 

All freight shipped and received is loaded and 
unloaded from an elevated switch track running 
alongside and into the building, and all pianos 
are weighed in the factory at the time bills of lad- 
ing are issued. 

The first section of the structure now com- 
pleted is in the form of an “FE,” four hundred feet 
long and one hundred and forty-two feet wide. 

Total floor space of the factory exceeds 160,000 
square feet. There are also ample yards to store 


and season lumber used in piano cases. 
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All portions of the floor areas are sixty feet wide. 
Two large interior courts provide excellent light 
throughout. 

The exterior of the building is finished with face 
brick, dark red shade of hard burned cloister, laid 
in black mortar with “rake” joints. Lintels, sills 
and wall coping are of white terra cotta, “stan- 
dard finish.” 

Power house, elevators, sprinkler system, drink- 
ing water system, plumbing, electric lighting, 
heating, inside kilns and dry kilns are arranged with 
an eye single to the best results regardless of cost. 

General offices and private offices, as well as the 
sample show room and the employes’ club room, 
have been laid out in the southern wing of the 
third floor. 

Our aim has been to build a factory up to 
date in the full sense of the term. To this end 
we have invested over $400,000. 

Nothing was left undone to provide air, light 
and the latest manufacturing appliances for the 
sake of maximum efficiency. In these three 


respects the most scientific methods are in evi- 
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dence in the factory everywhere. For instance, 
the varnishing of pianos and the setting of actions 
is done in a flood of light on the top floor, 
made possible by the system of multiplicity and 
elaboration of windows, which has its foundation 
in the method of lighting generally found in mod- 
ern watch factories and optical works. Another 
decided advantage obtains in the fact that the 
interior of the building is finished in white. 

The new Lyon & Healy factory has enormous 
advantages over the ordinary piano factory. 
These advantages are reflected in the Washburn 
Piano. 
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WHY THE- 


MOosT POPULAR PIANO 
of the present day 


MAINTAINS ITS LEADERSHIP 


WHILE other pianos represent only the ideas 
of their makers or of a comparatively small 
portion of the public, the Washburn Piano 
places before you in concrete form the result of 
over fifty years’ retail piano selling by the World’s 
Foremost Music House. 

Lyon & Healy know just what the general pub- 
lic desire in a piano. They know the dividing line 
between the things necessary to produce musical 
excellence and the fancy touches in ornamental 
decoration which cost money and add nothing to 
the real value of the instrument. 

Of the Washburn Piano it may be said, without 
egotism, that, by all ordinary standards, it belongs 
in a higher class. There are few pianos outside of 
those instruments laying great stress upon their 
claims to artistic pre-eminence which approach 
the Washburn in point of beauty of tone, skill of 
workmanship, and excellence of material. 
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THE BUILDING 
of a 
W ASHBURN PIANO 


THE selection of material is one of the most 
vitally important factors in piano-construction to 
the end of attaining total development of a high 
degree of excellence, as measured by the musician’s 
standard, no less than to assure permanency. 

The care with which the Washburn Piano is 
constructed, and its high order of workmanship, 
will at once be apparent to anyone, upon investi- 
gation. : 

The back frame of the Washburn Piano, illus- 
trated on page eight, shows the powerful stanchions 
and cross-beams. Sounding-boards which are not 
“set” and secured scientifically, as they are in 
every Washburn Piano, will yield to string-pres- 
sure until they become “dished” or concave on 
the string-side, and the piano “loses its tone,” 
becoming “tin-panny.” The tone thus lost is 
gone forever, and no skill of the piano-tuner or 
repairer can restore it. 

The tone of the Washburn Piano—round, 
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[Plate 1] 
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resonant, full and sympathetic— will remain 
unimpaired by time and use, and although it may 
become more brilliant, the tone will continue 
sympathetic and musical, for the sounding-board 
cannot change its arched form toward the string- 
side. 

Plate Number II, on page ten, shows the sound- 
ing-board and full-metal frame inclosed with case 
ends and key-bed frame in position; the display of 
the strings, the treble bridge and the overstrung 
bridge for the bass. 

The arrangement of the strings and bridges is 
of the highest importance to the end of establish- 
ing a single focal point of tension on the sound- 
ing-board. Here is where failure marks the efforts 
of the unscientific piano-builder—they are many 
—~and the result is seen in the vast array of mod- 
erate-priced pianos without capacity for musical 
tone, due to the scattering focal tension of the 
strings, so that the sounding-board, even if a good 
one and made of the proper materials, is held in 
a vise-like grip and cannot develop a full, free, 
musical tone from the impulse generated by the 


vibrating strings. 
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[Plate IT] 
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The lightest touch of a key of the Washburn 
Piano will voice a pure, sweet, singing tone with- 
out a trace of dissonance or unfavorable har- 
monics, a long-sustained tone which dies away in 
pure melody as the string gradually ceases its 
vibrations. 

These foundation-principles have been the un- 
derlying basis for the quality for which all Wash- 
burn instruments have long been famous. The 
name is synonymous with quality in musical in- 
struments the world over, and the Washburn 
Piano will prove its just claim to pre-eminence 
among pianos combining superior musical excel- 
lence with great durability. Their capacity to 
stand well in tune and to resist the inroads of 
trying climatic conditions is assured by their 
scientific and safe construction. 

Plate Number III shows the further construc- 
tive progress of the Washburn Piano to the stage 
of action “finishing,” or adjustment; the double- 
repeating actions used in the Washburn Piano are 
of recognized standard quality, and their “finish- 
ing,” as the setting of the action is technically 
termed, is attended with the utmost skill in 
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adjustment of angles and centers, with perfectly 
poised counterbalances. The highest efficiency in 
directness, precision and accuracy is achieved by 
the system of action-finishing employed in the 
Washburn Pianos, and the delicate responsiveness 
of touch, with faultless repetition-quality, is in 


evidence. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


ALL Washburn Pianos and Player Pianos are 
equipped with full metal frame, double- 
milled, japanned and lacquer-finished ; heavy 
joiner back frame; full range of copper wound 
bass strings; mahogany hammer-rail; double re- 
peating action with brass flange; ivory keys; two 
pedals. They are made in deep red mahogany, 
richly figured quarter-sawed oak and burled wal- 


nut; either lustre or satin finish. 
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THE CASES OF 
THE WASHBURN PIANO 


ALL cases of Washburn Pianos are double-- 


veneered in mahogany, walnut, oak or other 
fine cabinet-woods. Intending piano buyers 
often inquire whether pianos are in cases of “solid 
mahogany, walnut or oak,” as the case may be, 
being prompted to do so, no doubt, by representa- 


tions (false, of course) which someone has made - 


to them. It may be beside the purpose of this 
synopsis to state that no first-class piano-case is 
ever made of solid cabinet-woods. They would 
invariably crack and warp if they were so made. 
The cross-banding of double-veneering is abso- 
lutely essential to the end of avoiding warping 
and cracking. It follows, logically, that no first- 
class piano-case is, or should ever be, made of a 
solid, unveneered cabinet-wood of any kind. 

The case-designs of the Washburn Pianos are 
chastely beautiful, avoiding equally the garish 
ornamentation so prevalent in many case-designs, 
and lines too severely plain. They are in true 
symmetrical proportion in all styles, and the fin- 
ish is faultless. 
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WASHBURN PIANO GUARANTY 


THE Guaranty of the Washburn Piano is as 
strong as can be written. The scope and 
range of such a guaranty may be taken as 
a measure of Lyon & Healy’s confidence in their 
instrument. They believe that in thus guaran- 
teeing the Washburn Piano no unusual risk is 
assumed, and believe that an instrument costing 
as much, even as does a moderate-priced piano, 
should be protected by a guaranty unrestricted 
by acceptance of liability for merely a brief 
period. 

The foundation for durability and quality of 
the Washburn Piano rests on a basis of such 
absolute and assured certainty that all and every 
element of risk, from the purchaser’s standpoint, 


is eliminated. 
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THE success of the Washburn Piano has been 
so marked that it became necessary to build 
a larger factory to enable us to fill orders 
with promptness and dispatch. 

We could write many letters telling you of our 
confidence in the Washburn, but certainly the 
greatest proof lies in the fact that we have shown 
faith in our product by erecting what is beyond 
doubt the most modern piano plant in the 
United States. 

Our factory is not a side issue with us, for large 
as is our music business, no department of our 
entire organization receives more attention. 

Before even the land was bought, officers of the 
Company made trips through the East and cer- 
tain sections of the West, studying the latest fac- 
tory: buildings. And observations were not con- 
fined to piano manufacture alone, but embraced 
numerous other branches of industry. We doubt 
very much if any plant has been more care- 
fully thought out than has the new Lyon & Healy 
factory. 


into 
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We are always glad to show piano customers 
where and under what ideal conditions Washburn 


Pianos are made. 


WASHBURN INSPECTION 
EVERY Washburn Piano passes through a 


most rigid system of inspection. Foremen, 
of approved skill, watch every detail of 
manufacture, and the complete and finished in- 
strument is again subjected to formal tests, which 
embrace a complete and thorough search for even 
the most trifling imperfection or flaw. The name 
Washburn is, therefore, synonymous with “ Always 
Reliable.” 
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THE WASHBURN PIANO 
Style P 
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HEIGHT, 4 feet 6% inches. 
Length, 5 feet 134 inches. 
Width, 2 feet 314 inches. 


‘Modified Colonial design on square lines with plain, 


unornamental consoles and pilasters. 
Has full iron plate. 
Folding fall board. 
Full-length music desk. 
Copper bass strings. 
71% octaves. 
Ivory keys. 
Two Pedals 
Available in Mahogany, Oak and Walnut. 


For general description see page 13, 
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WASHBURN PIANO 
Style N 
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HEIGHT, 4 feet 644 inches. 
Length, 5 feet 134 inches. 
Width, 2 feet 314 inches. 


Plain Corinthian design with straight, square 
consoles and flat pilasters with Corinthian 
capitals. 


Has folding fall board. 

Full iron plate. 

Full-length music desk. 

71% octaves. 

Ivory keys. 

Copper bass strings. 

Two Pedals 

Made in Mahogany, Oak and Walnut. 


For general description see page 13. 


22] Tue Wasupurn Piano 


WASHBURN PIANO 
Style T 
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HEIGHT, 4 feet 8 inches. 
Length, 5 feet 514 inches. 
Depth, 27 inches. 


Composite design in new and original decorative 
effects involving an elaborate use of ogee 
moldings around the top, key-bed, top and 
bottom frame. The case design is massive, on 
square subangular outlines, large turned con- 
soles and pilasters, the capital of the latter 
corresponding harmoniously with an ogee 
edging around the one-piece grand top. At 
each end over the pilasters, the ogee molding 
follows the outline of the capital of the pilaster 
with a strikingly new and most attractive 
effect. 


For general description see page 13. 
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WASHBURN 
Style $ 
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HEIGHT, 4 feet 8 inches. 
Length, 5 feet 514 inches. 
Depth, 27 inches. 


Composite design in new and original decorative 
effects, involving an elaborate use of ogee 
moldings around the top, key-bed, bass and 
bottom frame. 


The case design is massive, on square subangular 
outlines, large square consoles and pilasters, the 
capital of the latter corresponding harmoniously 
with an ogee edging around the one-piece 
grand top. At each end over the pilasters, the 
ogee molding follows the outline of the capital 
of the pilaster with a strikingly new and most 
attractive effect. ; 


For general description see page 13. 
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WASHBURN PLAYER-PIANO 
Style G 
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HEIGHT, 4 feet 61% inches. 
Width, 5 feet 3 inches. 
Depth, 2 feet 4 inches. 


This playet-piano has a single valve action, fin- 
ished in ebony and equipped with polished 
nickel hardware, silencer button and auto- 
matic tracking device. ‘Two levers are em- 
ployed to subdue the bass or treble registers, 
and a button for operating the sustaining pedal. 
The latter is also automatic in operation. 


For general description see page 13. 
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WASHBURN PLAYER-PIANO 
Style A 
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HEIGHT, 4 feet 8 inches. 
Width, 5 feet 4 inches. 
Depth, 2 feet 414 inches. 


The player mechanism of the Style A Washburn 
Piano is a double valve action, finished in 
ebony, and polished brass hardware. 


Equipped with silencer button, automatic 
tracking device, and automatic sustaining pedal. 
Also buttons controlling sustaining pedal and 
divided hammer rail to subdue treble and bass 
registers. 


For general description see page 13. 


